10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

STATE OF OKLAHOMA
1st Session of the 60th Legislature (2025)

SENATE BILL 827 By: Gollihare

AS INTRODUCED

An Act relating to damages; amending 23 0.35. 2021,
Section 61.2, which relates to limitation on
noneconomic loss compensation; increasing maximum
limitation on compensation for noneconomic loss;
removing exceptions to limitation on noneconomic loss
compensation; modifying definitions; modifying
applicability of provisions; updating statutory
references; and providing an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 23 0.S8. 2021, Section 61.2, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 61.2. A. 1In any civil action arising from a claimed
bodily injury, the amount of compensation which the trier of fact
may award a plaintiff for economic loss shall not be subject to any

limitation.
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any civil action arising from a claimed bodily injury, the amount of

compensation which a trier of fact may award a plaintiff for

noneconomic loss shall not exceed FhreeHundredFifty Thousand
bottars—+53505,-060-008)> Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00),
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B~ D. 1In any civil action to recover damages arising from
claimed bodily injury, after the trier of fact makes the findings
required by subsection B C of this section, the court shall enter
judgment in favor of the plaintiff for economic damages in the

amount determined pursuant to paragraph 2 of subsection B C of this

section, and sukjeet—+topaoragraph 4 —eof subsection b of+this section

the court shall enter a judgment in favor of the plaintiff for

noneconomic damages. Except—asprovided I —subscetion Cof+his

seetiony—3+n In no event shall a judgment for noneconomic damages
exceed the maximum recoverable amounts set forth in subsection B of
this section. Subsection B of this section shall be applied in a
Jjury trial only after the trier of fact has made its factual
findings and determinations as to the amount of the plaintiff’s
damages.

¥~ E. In any civil action arising from claimed bodily injury
which is tried to a jury, the jury shall not be instructed with
respect to the limit on noneconomic damages set forth in subsection

B of this section, nor shall counsel for any party nor any witness

inform the jury or potential jurors of such limitations.
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This section shall not apply to actions brought under The

Governmental Tort Claims Act or actions for wrongful death.

H= G.

1.

“Bodily injury” means actual physical injury to the

As used in this section:

body of

a person and sickness or disease resulting therefrom;

2. “Economic damages” means any type of pecuniary harm
including, but not limited to:
a. all wages, salaries or other compensation lost as a
result of a bodily injury that is the subject of a
civil action,
b. all costs incurred for medical care or treatment,
rehabilitation services, or other care, treatment,
services, products or accommodations as a result of a
bodily injury that is the subject of a civil action,
or
C. any other costs incurred as a result of a bodily
injury that is the subject of a civil action; and
3. “Frauvdudent’or “frauvd means Vactvat fraud’ asdefined
purstant—te—Secetion 58 of FTitle 15 of +the Oklahoma—Statutess
44— Cross——rmegltigence means—the wanteof slight——ecare—and
ditigeneces
5—Maliee" dnvetves hatred;——spiteeor iH1—witl;—or the deoingof
a—wrongful—actantentionaltly withovt—Fust—ecause—or—exeuses
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